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Claims: 



• m 



1 1. A cordless telephone, cojH^rising: 



2 a base unit, includklg a paging mechanism; and 

3 a handset, hrcluding an alerting mechanism responsive to the paging mechanism, 

4 wherpin at least one of the base unit and the handset includes a page adjusting 

5 mecham^ to affect an alerting signal output from the alerting mechanism based on a 

6 conaition. 



1 2. A cordless telephone as^^Hed in claim 1 , wherein the adjusting mechanism 



2 affects the alerting signal based^on aVeceive^^Stgaal strengthindication. 



13 

1 3. A cordless telephone^^s^ecited in claim 1, wherein the adjusting mechanism 

i9 2 affects the alerting sialyl based o/ a signal delay measurement , 

P 

^ 1 4. A cordl^s telephone as i^cijira in claim 1, wherein the adjusting mechanism 

in 

2 affects )h6 alerting signal based on an error correction measurement. 

P 

Ifil 5. A cordless telephone as recited in claim 1, wherein the adjusting mechanism 

I^j2 affects the alerting signal to have a duration based on an estimate of the distance between 

l|,^3 the base unit and the handset. 

1 6. A cordless telephone as recited in claim 1, wherein the adjusting mechanism 

2 affects the alerting signal to have a volume based on an estimate of the distance between 

3 the base unit and the handset. 

1 7. A cordless telephone as recited in claim 1, wherein the adjusting mechanism 

2 affects the alerting signal to have a particular tonal quality based on an estimate of the 

3 distance between the base unit and the handset. 
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8. A cordless telephone as recit^^krtfdaim 1, wherein the adjusting mechanism 
affects the alerting signal ba^etfoiv^ estimate of the distance between the base unit and 

r 

the handset, and whg^dn the estiniate is^ased on at least one measure related to a signal 
from the base^it to the handset, and at least one measure related to a signal from the 
handser^o the base unit. 




9^ A cordless telephone as recited in claim 1, wherein the adjusting mechanism 
affects the alerting signal based on an estimate of the distance between the base unit and 
the hanH^t, and wherein the estimate is based on a plurality of signals between the base 
unit and the n^dset. 

10. A cordless t^ephone as recited in claim 1, wherein the adjusting mechanism 

affects the alerting signalbased on an) ambient noise measurement. 

J u 

11. A cordless telephone as r^itei in claim 10, wherein at least a portion of the 



adjusting mechanism is in the h; 
a microphone; and 



/ 



idse 



>^nd wherein the handset further comprises: 

V 



a receiver, 

and wherein the adjusting mechanism is adapl;ed to receive a measure of the 
ambient noise incident on the microphone from the receiver and to affect the alerting 
signal based on the measure. 
12. A cordless telephone as recited in claim 11, wherein the adjusting mechanism 
affects the alerting signal to have a volume a predetermined amount higher than the 
ambient noise. 



1 13. A cordless telephone as recited in claim 1 1, wherein the adjusting mechaiH^m 

2 affects the alerting signal to have a tonal quality different from the ambient noise. 
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1 14 A cordless telephone as recited in claim 1, wherein the alerting signal includes a 

2 visual signal that is output based on an estimate of the distance between the base unit and 

3 the handset 
- 1 15. A cordites telephone, comprising: 

2 a base unit^including a paging mechanism; and 

3 a handset, incluaing an alerting mechanism responsive to the paging mechanism, 

4 wherein the base um'(;^prov/des an indication related to a distance between the base 

5 unit and the handset. 
M 16. A cordless telephone as rifited in claim 15, wherein the indication is a visual 

!jp 2 indication provided when the handset is eistimated to be more than a threshold distance 

m 

ig 3 from the base unit. 

1^; 1 17. A cordless telephone, comprising: 

'Us 

^'^2 a base unit, including a paging mechanism; aiid 

3 a handset, including an alerting mechanism responsive to the paging mechanism, 

\ 

|j4 wherein the paging mechanism is adapted for user control. 

m \ 

f;^ I 18. A cordless telephone as recited in claim 17, wherein the u^er control enables a 

2 user to adjust the signal output by the alerting mechanism. 

'1 19. A cordless telephone as recited in claim 18, wherein the user control enables a 

\ 

2 user to adjust the signal output by the alerting mechanism to progressively increase in 

3 volume. 

1 20. A cordless telephone as recited in claim 19, wherein the handset enables th^user 

2 to activate a user input unit to terminate the signal output by the alerting mechanism. 
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1 21 , N\nieth of affecting an alerting signal output by an alerting mechanisna of a 

2 cordless telephone^handset,^onip^^ the steps of: 

3 sensing a conditi^rt^d 

4 affecting the alerting^sigr^^ the sensed condition. 

1 22. A method as recited in claim 21, wher^n the sensed condition is a received signal 

2 strength indication. 

1 23. A method as recit^d^ claim 21, wherein the sensed condition is a signal delay 

2 measurement. 

1 24. A^;riethod as recited in claim 21, wherein the sensed condition is an error 

P 

-ip 2 cor;^ction measurement. 

m ... 



i@ 1 ^25. A method as recited in claim 21, wherein the sensed condition is an ambient noise 



1^2 measurement. 

3 m 



^ 1 26. A method as recited in claim 21 , wherein the sensed condition is an estimate of 
1 2 the distance between^a base unit and the handset, and wherein the step of affecting the 
j3 alerting signal comprises affecting ihe/duration of the alerting signal based on an estimate 



I. 



1^=^=4 of the distance between the base^nit/and the handset. 

1 27. A method as recited in claim 2 Vwherein the sensed condition is an estimate of 

2 the distance between a base unit and the handset, arid^wherein the step of affecting the 

3 alerting signal comprises affecting the volume of the alerting signal based on an estimate 

4 of the distance between the base unit and the handset. 

1 28. A method as recited in claim 21, wherein the sensed condition rsv^restimate of 

2 the distance between a base unit and the handset, and wherein the step of affecting the 
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3 alerting signal coniprise^fM;lfing the tonal quality of the alerting signal based on an 

4 estimate of the distance between th©shase unit and the handset. 
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